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July 19-August 18, 2017 


INFORMATION 



FROM: Vivieca Wright Simpson, Chief of Staff 

SUBJECT: Department of Veterans Affairs Weekly Update for the Week of May 8, 2017 

1. Department of Veterans Affairs 30-Day Policy Look Ahead 

(Blue Font = New Entries) 

VA Secretary’s Top Priorities 

* Greater Choice In Health Care Options for Veterans 

Through the Veterans Choice Act of 2017, Veterans have more options for care in the 
community when VA Medical Centers do not meet their needs. 

o July 27 

o The House Committee on Veterans Affairs (HVAC) - Subcommittee on Health 

will host a roundtable on telehealth in the VA health care system, specifically 
challenges related to reimbursement and providers’ ability to practice telehealth, 
o POC: Chris O’Connor, Assistant Secretary for Congressional and Eegislative Affairs 

* Improve Timeliness of Service - Access to Care 

VA is making significant progress on improving access to care for Veterans and their 
beneficiaries. 

o July 19-20 

o Jennifer Gutowski, Director of VA’s Pacific Island Health Care System, will engage 
with the following members on health care topics. 

A July 19: Senator Mazie Hirono to discuss VA health care in Hawaii. 

A July 19: Delegate Amata Coleman Radewagen to discuss VA health care in 
America Samoa. 

A July 20: Delegate Gregorio Sahlan to discuss VA health care in Northern 
Mariana Islands 

* Improve Timeliness of Service - Disability Claims and Appeals Decisions 

VA is working to improve the timeliness of adjudicating and paying disability claims. 

o July 25 
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o The HVAC - Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs will 
hold a hearing on the Veterans Benefits Administration’s (VBA) process of claims 
for benefits based on Post-traumatic Stress Disorder. 

o POC: Chris O’Connor, Assistant Secretary for Congressional and Legislative Affairs 


o 


o 


VBA Claims Clinics are outreach events where VBA employees provide Veterans 
with in-person support and guidance related to claims processing. Claims clinics 
differ from traditional outreach events in that VA claims personnel are available to 
discuss with Veterans their unique individual issues. Upcoming claims clinics are: 
A July 19: Anchorage, AK - Tuscaloosa, AL - Evansville, IN - Lyons, NJ 
and Huron, SD 

A July 20: Shreveport, LA, Anderson, SC, and Orangeburg, SC 
A July 21: Baguio, Philippines 
A July 21-23: San Diego, CA 
A July 22: East St. Louis, IL 
A July 22-26: New Orleans, LA 
A July 25: Mat-Su, AK, Portland, ME and Trinidad, CO 
A July 26: Ewing, NJ 

A July 27: Lake Jackson, TX, Peru, IN and Reno, NV 
A July 29: Irvington, NJ and Sioux Palls, SD 
A July 29-August 1: New Orleans, LA 
A July 30: East Rutherford, NJ 
POC: Tom Murphy, Under Secretary for Benefits 


* Modernize VA Systems and Infrastructure 

VA is working to modernize information technology, other systems and physical 

infrastructure to improve our delivery of care and services to Veterans. 

o July 21 

o VA’s Office of Information and Technology (IT) will brief majority staff from the 
Senate and House Committees on Veterans Affairs (SVAC/HVAC) on VA’s 
Caregivers IT program. 

o July 26 

o Secretary Shulkin will meet with Dr. Don Rucker, the new Director of Health 
Information Technology in the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 
The two will discuss the new interoperability of Electronic Health Records, and how 
the HHS office can help VA connect with external healthcare providers. 

o July 28 

o The Eastern Oklahoma VA Health Care System will host an open house for its new 
Community Outpatient Clinic in Idabel, OK. The clinic is expected to serve 1,300 
Veterans in the first year for in-person and telehealth services in primary care, mental 
and behavioral health, laboratory, women’s health, and other services. 
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* Prevent Veteran Suicide 

VA is committed to getting Veteran suicides to zero. Efforts include the Veterans Crises 
Line, same day access to mental health care, and other emergent resources to address 
suicidality among Veterans. 


o 

o 


July 19 

VA’s Deputy Director for Mental Health and Suicide Prevention, 
will brief Democratic Congressional District Directors on the implementation of 
VA’s new policy to provide urgent mental health care for Veterans with Other 
Than Honorable (OTH) discharges. The intent of the session is to enable local 
congressional offices to better assist Veteran constituents in this category. 


o July 21 

o Dr. rom VA’s National Suicide Prevention Program will conduct a 

training session for HVAC and SVAC staff members and committee members’ 
personal staffs on suicide prevention and crisis intervention efforts. 


o August 1-2 

o Interim Deputy Secretary Blackburn will speak at the VA/DoD Suicide Prevention 
Conference in Denver, CO. The conference will primarily be a training event for 
DoD and VA representatives to learn about and discuss key topics such as research, 
prevention, postvention, community engagement, lethal means safety, and clinical 
tools. Other major information, such as state Veteran suicide data and outreach 
activities will also be covered. 


Other Department Priorities 


Reducing Veteran Homelessness 

VA is working to reduce or eliminate Veteran homelessness through internal programs and 
leveraging partnerships with public and private entities. 


o POC for all events: 


ting Director for Veteran Homeless Programs 


o Veteran Homeless Standdowns are outreach events where VAMCs address the 
unique care needs of homeless Veterans. Events include health screenings, VA 
benefits counseling, and referrals for housing or employment assistance. Upcoming 
Homeless Standdowns are: 

A July 21-23: San Diego, CA 
A July 25: Mission, SD 
A July 26: Pierre, SD 
A July 26-28: Ventura, CA 
A July 27: Hastings, NE 
A July 31: Port Townsend, WA 
A August 1-2: Minneapolis, MN 
A August 4-5: Chicago, IE and Ripley, WV 
A August 4: Lumberton, NC 
A August 5: Salt River, AC 
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A August 10: Allegan, MI 

A August 11: Holly Springs - MS, Kinsgton, NY - McAllen, TX - Wenatchee, 
WI 

A August 11-14: Antioch, MI 
A August 17: Dayton, OH 

A August 18: Gary, IN - North Bend, OR - Wyoming, MI 
A August 19: Richton Park, IL 

* Leveraging Partnerships 

VA is committed to working with public and private entities who wish to improve 
outcomes for Veterans. 

POCs: Senior Advisor on Strategic Partnerships and Ted Diaz, Director 

of Intergovernmental Affairs 

July 17-21 

Secretary Shulkin will be in London for the UK-hosted Ministerial Summit on 
Veterans Affairs. Mark Lancaster, Member of Parliament and the UK’s Minister for 
Defence Veterans, Reserves and Personnel, will host the event. The “Future Support 
to Veterans” theme will focus on international cooperation and innovations to 
improve support and care to Veterans. 

July 19 

Interim Deputy Secretary Blackburn will meet with the Professional Services 
Council (PSV) Vision Study to discuss their Vision Forecast, an annual 
comprehensive budget, technology and services forecast that helps Federal 
government customers express future needs and priorities. The PSV uses the 
information from over 300 Federal executives to improve business practices and 
enhance government / industry communication on issues of mutual interest. 

July 27 

Interim Deputy Secretary Blackburn will participate in the monthly President’s 
Management Council. Agenda is TBD. 

* Building and Sustaining a Quality VA Workforce 

VA is reshaping its workforce to one that is Veteran-centric and committed to improving 
care and services for Veterans. Efforts include training on internal cultural change and 
accountability, as well as recognizing employees as key and valued stakeholders. 

o July 19 

o The Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs (SVAC) will convene a hearing to 
consider the pending nominations of the following individuals: 

A Tom Bowman for the position of Deputy Secretary of VA 
A Jim Byrne for the position of General Counsel of VA 
A Brooks Tucker for the position of Assistant Secretary of Congressional and 
Legislative Affairs of VA 


o 

o 

o 


o 

o 


o 

o 
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o July 21 

o Leaders from the Offiee of Aceountability and Whistleblower Proteetion and the 
Veterans Health Administration will brief HVAC majority staff on VA’s strategies 

for implementing whistleblower protection. 

o August 9, 2017 

o VA will conduct its Public and Intergovernmental Affairs National Training 
Academy in Nashville, TN. VA’s public affairs, outreach specialists, and other 
communication professionals will convene to share best practices in the Department 
and learn new skills to effectively improve how this group communicates to Veterans 
and other stakeholders. Interim Deputy Secretary Blackburn will be a keynote 
speaker at the event. Plililimi ill '. Mi irector of VA’s Center for 

Minority Veterans and irector of VA ’ s Center for Women 

Veterans, will facilitate a joint session on how communication professionals can more 
effectively reach the minority and women Veteran segments. 

2. Key Events for the Upcoming 30-Days 


* VA Advisory Committees 

Supporting VA Priority: Engaging with Key Stakeholders 

Via the Federal Advisory Committee Act, advisory committees operate as another 
component of the “people’s voice” in our democratic form of government, and are 
comprised of experts from the public and private sector. Upcoming meetings: 
o July 31-August 4: VA’s Rehabilitation Research and Development Service 

Scientific Merit Review Board provides advice on fair and equitable selection of the 
most meritorious research projects for support by VA research funds and improves 
the quality of impaired and disabled Veterans, 
o August 1-2: VA’s Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Illnesses provides 
advice on proposed research studies, plans or strategies related to the health effects of 
Veterans who served in Southwest Asia during the Gulf War. 

o POC: 


A Advisory Committee Office 


* Veteran Town Halls 

Supporting VA Priority: Engaging with Veterans 

Veteran Town Halls are outreach events where local VA leaders invite Veterans, family 
members, congressional offices and community stakeholders, to learn about VA health 
care, services and benefits. Upcoming Town Halls are: 


Sioux Falls VA Health Care System in Huron, SD 


o 

July 

19: 

o 

July 

19: 

o 

July 

19: 

o 

July 

20: 

o 

July 

20: 

o 

July 

20: 

o 

July 

25: 

o 

July 

26: 


Overton Brooks VAMC in Shreveport, LA 


5 



VA Cabinet Report - July 19 2017.docx for Printed Item: 58 ( Attachment 1 of 1) 


O 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


July 27: Michael E. DeBakey (Houston) VAMC in Clute, TX 
July 27: VA Pacific Islands Health Care System in Honolulu, HI 
August 1: Alaska VA Health Care System in Juneau, AK 
August 1: VA Pacific Islands Health Care System in Lanai City, HI 
August 2: Providence VAMC in Providence, RI 

August 8: Jesse Brown VAMC / Lakeside Community Outpatient Clinic in Chicago 
IL 


August 10: Alaska VA Health Care System in Kenai, AK 

August 10: Sioux Lalls VA Health Care System in Aberdeen, SD 

August 16: Southeast Louisiana Veterans Health Care System in Houma, LA 

August 16: Roseburg VA Health Care System in Brookings, OR 

August 17: Roseburg VA Health Care System in North Bend, OR 

August 17: Amarillo VA Health Care System in Amarillo, TX 

POC: ^^^^^^^HV^eterans Health Administration Public Affairs 


* Center For Minority Veterans (CMV) 

Supporting VA Priority: Advancing Minority Veterans Issues 
o POC for all events: ector for the Center of Minority Veterans 

o July 20 

o Members of the CMV will engage with Veterans and provide information on VA’s 
programs, benefits and services at a VA/DoD Resources Fair at the Pentagon. 


o 

o 


July 21-26 
CMV Director 


ill be a panelist at the 2017 NAACP (National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People) Convention in Baltimore 

CMV African American Liaison, will also conduct outreach at 

the event. 


o 

o 


July 31 

CMV Direetor ill be interviewed by the National Association for 

Black Veterans (NABVETS) representative on radio broadcast Vet Speaks to 
discuss the mission of the CMV and its outreach initiatives. 


* Engagements with Veterans Service Organizations, Media, and Other Stakeholders 

Supporting VA Priority: Engaging with Key Stakeholders 


o 

o 


o 


July 19 

Director of the Home Loan Guaranty Service, and other VA 
experts will brief Congressman Jim Banks on the general regulatory processes 
related to the VA Home Loan Program. 

POC: Chris O’Connor, Assistant Secretary for Congressional and Legislative Affairs 


o July 24 (date change only) 
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o 

Secretary Shulkin will speak at the Veterans of Foreign Wars’ (VFW) 

National Convention in New Orleans, LA. Kayla Williams, VA’s Director for the 
Center for Women’s Veterans will also speak at the event on issues affecting women 
Veterans. 

o 

POC; Liaison 

o 

o 

July 26 

Secretary Shulkin will participate in the USA Today Editorial Board Meeting in 

o 

McLean, Virginia. The editorial board meetings typically consist of about an hour of 
Q&A with USA TODAY editors and reporters, followed by a short video interview 
for their digital platforms. Discussions are on the record, except for mutually agreed 
digressions. 

POC; ffice of Public Affairs 

o 

o 

o 

July 27 

Secretary Shulkin will participate in a Federal News Radio interview. 

POC; ffice of Public Affairs 

o 

o 

July 27 

Secretary Shulkin will meet with the Taiwan Minister of Veteran Affairs to discuss 
common issues affecting Veterans and improving services and health care. 

POC; ffice of Intergovernmental Affairs 

o 

o 

July 29 

Secretary Shulkin will be in New Orleans to speak at the 96th National Convention 
of the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) and Auxiliary. Thousands of DAV 
delegates. Auxiliary delegates, and family members will attend. 

o 

POC; Liaison 

o 

o 

o 

August 1 

Secretary Shulkin will be interviewed on the Joe Pags Show. 

POC; ffice of Public Affairs 

o 

o 

August 10 

Secretary Shulkin will meet with Sherman Gillums, Executive Director of 
Paralyzed Veterans of America. 

o 

POC; VSO Liaison 

o 

o 

August 15 

Interim Deputy Secretary Blackburn will speak at the Blinded Veterans Association 
Convention in Jacksonville, FL. 

o 

o 

August 16-17 

Director for VA’s Center for Women Veterans, will speak at the 

National Association for State Workforce Agencies’ (NASWA) fourth annual 
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conference. The NASWA is a forum for state representatives to share innovative 
ideas and best practices to support employment training and services. 

o August 18 

o Secretary Shulkin will be interviewed on the Government Matters, a television 
newscast focused on the business of government and hosted by Francis Rose, 
o POC; ffice of Public Affairs 

Note: Unless noted otherwise, all events are in the Washington D.C. / Maryland / Virginia 
metro area. 

FREQUENTLY USED ACRONYMS: 

CODEL - Congressional Delegation 

DoD - Department of Defense 

GAO - Government Accountability Office 

HAG - House Appropriations Committee 

IT - Information Technology 

HVAC - House Veterans Affairs Committee 

LGBT - Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

MILCONA^A - Subcommittee on Military Construction Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies 

NCA - National Cemetery Administration 

OEF - Operation ENDURING FREEDOM 

SVAC - Senate Veterans Affairs Committee 

USH - Under Secretary for Health 

VA - Veterans Affairs 

VAMC - VA Medical Center 

VBA - Veterans Benefits Administration 

VHA - Veterans Health Administration 

VISN - Veterans Integrated Service Network 

4-Comers -HVAC and SVAC Chairman and Ranking Members 
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July 19-August 18, 2017 


INFORMATION 



FROM: Vivieca Wright Simpson, Chief of Staff 

SUBJECT: Department of Veterans Affairs Weekly Update for the Week of May 8, 2017 

1. Department of Veterans Affairs 30-Day Policy Look Ahead 

(Blue Font = New Entries) 

VA Secretary’s Top Priorities 

* Greater Choice In Health Care Options for Veterans 

Through the Veterans Choice Act of 2017, Veterans have more options for care in the 
community when VA Medical Centers do not meet their needs. 

o July 27 

o The House Committee on Veterans Affairs (HVAC) - Subcommittee on Health 

will host a roundtable on telehealth in the VA health care system, specifically 
challenges related to reimbursement and providers’ ability to practice telehealth, 
o POC: Chris O’Connor, Assistant Secretary for Congressional and Eegislative Affairs 

* Improve Timeliness of Service - Access to Care 

VA is making significant progress on improving access to care for Veterans and their 
beneficiaries. 

o July 19-20 

o Jennifer Gutowski, Director of VA’s Pacific Island Health Care System, will engage 
with the following members on health care topics. 

A July 19: Senator Mazie Hirono to discuss VA health care in Hawaii. 

A July 19: Delegate Amata Coleman Radewagen to discuss VA health care in 
America Samoa. 

A July 20: Delegate Gregorio Sahlan to discuss VA health care in Northern 
Mariana Islands 

* Improve Timeliness of Service - Disability Claims and Appeals Decisions 

VA is working to improve the timeliness of adjudicating and paying disability claims. 

o July 25 
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o The HVAC - Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs will 
hold a hearing on the Veterans Benefits Administration’s (VBA) process of claims 
for benefits based on Post-traumatic Stress Disorder. 

o POC: Chris O’Connor, Assistant Secretary for Congressional and Legislative Affairs 


o 


o 


VBA Claims Clinics are outreach events where VBA employees provide Veterans 
with in-person support and guidance related to claims processing. Claims clinics 
differ from traditional outreach events in that VA claims personnel are available to 
discuss with Veterans their unique individual issues. Upcoming claims clinics are: 
A July 19: Anchorage, AK - Tuscaloosa, AL - Evansville, IN - Lyons, NJ 
and Huron, SD 

A July 20: Shreveport, LA, Anderson, SC, and Orangeburg, SC 
A July 21: Baguio, Philippines 
A July 21-23: San Diego, CA 
A July 22: East St. Louis, IL 
A July 22-26: New Orleans, LA 
A July 25: Mat-Su, AK, Portland, ME and Trinidad, CO 
A July 26: Ewing, NJ 

A July 27: Lake Jackson, TX, Peru, IN and Reno, NV 
A July 29: Irvington, NJ and Sioux Palls, SD 
A July 29-August 1: New Orleans, LA 
A July 30: East Rutherford, NJ 
POC: Tom Murphy, Under Secretary for Benefits 


* Modernize VA Systems and Infrastructure 

VA is working to modernize information technology, other systems and physical 

infrastructure to improve our delivery of care and services to Veterans. 

o July 21 

o VA’s Office of Information and Technology (IT) will brief majority staff from the 
Senate and House Committees on Veterans Affairs (SVAC/HVAC) on VA’s 
Caregivers IT program. 

o July 26 

o Secretary Shulkin will meet with Dr. Don Rucker, the new Director of Health 
Information Technology in the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 
The two will discuss the new interoperability of Electronic Health Records, and how 
the HHS office can help VA connect with external healthcare providers. 

o July 28 

o The Eastern Oklahoma VA Health Care System will host an open house for its new 
Community Outpatient Clinic in Idabel, OK. The clinic is expected to serve 1,300 
Veterans in the first year for in-person and telehealth services in primary care, mental 
and behavioral health, laboratory, women’s health, and other services. 
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* Prevent Veteran Suicide 

VA is committed to getting Veteran suicides to zero. Efforts include the Veterans Crises 
Line, same day access to mental health care, and other emergent resources to address 
suicidality among Veterans. 


o 

o 


July 19 

VA’s Deputy Director for Mental Health and Suicide Prevention, 
will brief Democratic Congressional District Directors on the implementation of 
VA’s new policy to provide urgent mental health care for Veterans with Other 
Than Honorable (OTH) discharges. The intent of the session is to enable local 
congressional offices to better assist Veteran constituents in this category. 


o July 21 

o Dr. rom VA’s National Suicide Prevention Program will conduct a 

training session for HVAC and SVAC staff members and committee members’ 
personal staffs on suicide prevention and crisis intervention efforts. 


o August 1-2 

o Interim Deputy Secretary Blackburn will speak at the VA/DoD Suicide Prevention 
Conference in Denver, CO. The conference will primarily be a training event for 
DoD and VA representatives to learn about and discuss key topics such as research, 
prevention, postvention, community engagement, lethal means safety, and clinical 
tools. Other major information, such as state Veteran suicide data and outreach 
activities will also be covered. 


Other Department Priorities 


Reducing Veteran Homelessness 

VA is working to reduce or eliminate Veteran homelessness through internal programs and 
leveraging partnerships with public and private entities. 


o POC for all events: 


ting Director for Veteran Homeless Programs 


o Veteran Homeless Standdowns are outreach events where VAMCs address the 
unique care needs of homeless Veterans. Events include health screenings, VA 
benefits counseling, and referrals for housing or employment assistance. Upcoming 
Homeless Standdowns are: 

A July 21-23: San Diego, CA 
A July 25: Mission, SD 
A July 26: Pierre, SD 
A July 26-28: Ventura, CA 
A July 27: Hastings, NE 
A July 31: Port Townsend, WA 
A August 1-2: Minneapolis, MN 
A August 4-5: Chicago, IE and Ripley, WV 
A August 4: Lumberton, NC 
A August 5: Salt River, AC 
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A August 10: Allegan, MI 

A August 11: Holly Springs - MS, Kinsgton, NY - McAllen, TX - Wenatchee, 
WI 

A August 11-14: Antioch, MI 
A August 17: Dayton, OH 

A August 18: Gary, IN - North Bend, OR - Wyoming, MI 
A August 19: Richton Park, IL 

* Leveraging Partnerships 

VA is committed to working with public and private entities who wish to improve 
outcomes for Veterans. 

o POCs: Senior Advisor on Strategic Partnerships and^^^^| Director 

of Intergovernmental Affairs 

o July 17-21 

o Secretary Shulkin will be in London for the UK-hosted Ministerial Summit on 
Veterans Affairs. Mark Lancaster, Member of Parliament and the UK’s Minister for 
Defence Veterans, Reserves and Personnel, will host the event. The “Future Support 
to Veterans” theme will focus on international cooperation and innovations to 
improve support and care to Veterans. 

o July 19 

o Interim Deputy Secretary Blackburn will meet with the Professional Services 
Council (PSV) Vision Study to discuss their Vision Forecast, an annual 
comprehensive budget, technology and services forecast that helps Federal 
government customers express future needs and priorities. The PSV uses the 
information from over 300 Federal executives to improve business practices and 
enhance government / industry communication on issues of mutual interest. 

o July 27 

o Interim Deputy Secretary Blackburn will participate in the monthly President’s 
Management Council. Agenda is TBD. 

* Building and Sustaining a Quality VA Workforce 

VA is reshaping its workforce to one that is Veteran-centric and committed to improving 

care and services for Veterans. Efforts include training on internal cultural change and 

accountability, as well as recognizing employees as key and valued stakeholders. 

o July 19 

o The Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs (SVAC) will convene a hearing to 
consider the pending nominations of the following individuals: 

A Tom Bowman for the position of Deputy Secretary of VA 
A Jim Byrne for the position of General Counsel of VA 
A Brooks Tucker for the position of Assistant Secretary of Congressional and 
Legislative Affairs of VA 
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o July 21 

o Leaders from the Offiee of Aceountability and Whistleblower Proteetion and the 
Veterans Health Administration will brief HVAC majority staff on VA’s strategies 

for implementing whistleblower protection. 

o August 9, 2017 

o VA will conduct its Public and Intergovernmental Affairs National Training 
Academy in Nashville, TN. VA’s public affairs, outreach specialists, and other 
communication professionals will convene to share best practices in the Department 
and learn new skills to effectively improve how this group communicates to Veterans 
and other stakeholders. Interim Deputy Secretary Blackburn will be a keynote 
speaker at the event. Plililimi ill '. Mi irector of VA’s Center for 

Minority Veterans and irector of VA ’ s Center for Women 

Veterans, will facilitate a joint session on how communication professionals can more 
effectively reach the minority and women Veteran segments. 

2. Key Events for the Upcoming 30-Days 


* VA Advisory Committees 

Supporting VA Priority: Engaging with Key Stakeholders 

Via the Federal Advisory Committee Act, advisory committees operate as another 
component of the “people’s voice” in our democratic form of government, and are 
comprised of experts from the public and private sector. Upcoming meetings: 
o July 31-August 4: VA’s Rehabilitation Research and Development Service 

Scientific Merit Review Board provides advice on fair and equitable selection of the 
most meritorious research projects for support by VA research funds and improves 
the quality of impaired and disabled Veterans, 
o August 1-2: VA’s Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Illnesses provides 
advice on proposed research studies, plans or strategies related to the health effects of 
Veterans who served in Southwest Asia during the Gulf War. 

o POC: 


A Advisory Committee Office 


* Veteran Town Halls 

Supporting VA Priority: Engaging with Veterans 

Veteran Town Halls are outreach events where local VA leaders invite Veterans, family 
members, congressional offices and community stakeholders, to learn about VA health 
care, services and benefits. Upcoming Town Halls are: 


Sioux Falls VA Health Care System in Huron, SD 


o 

July 

19: 

o 

July 

19: 

o 

July 

19: 

o 

July 

20: 

o 

July 

20: 

o 

July 

20: 

o 

July 

25: 

o 

July 

26: 


Overton Brooks VAMC in Shreveport, LA 
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O 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


July 27: Michael E. DeBakey (Houston) VAMC in Clute, TX 
July 27: VA Pacific Islands Health Care System in Honolulu, HI 
August 1: Alaska VA Health Care System in Juneau, AK 
August 1: VA Pacific Islands Health Care System in Lanai City, HI 
August 2: Providence VAMC in Providence, RI 

August 8: Jesse Brown VAMC / Lakeside Community Outpatient Clinic in Chicago 
IL 


August 10: Alaska VA Health Care System in Kenai, AK 

August 10: Sioux Lalls VA Health Care System in Aberdeen, SD 

August 16: Southeast Louisiana Veterans Health Care System in Houma, LA 

August 16: Roseburg VA Health Care System in Brookings, OR 

August 17: Roseburg VA Health Care System in North Bend, OR 

August 17: Amarillo VA Health Care System in Amarillo, TX 

POC: ^^^^^^^HV^eterans Health Administration Public Affairs 


* Center For Minority Veterans (CMV) 

Supporting VA Priority: Advancing Minority Veterans Issues 
o POC for all events: ector for the Center of Minority Veterans 

o July 20 

o Members of the CMV will engage with Veterans and provide information on VA’s 
programs, benefits and services at a VA/DoD Resources Fair at the Pentagon. 


o 

o 


July 21-26 
CMV Director 


ill be a panelist at the 2017 NAACP (National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People) Convention in Baltimore 

CMV African American Liaison, will also conduct outreach at 

the event. 


o 

o 


July 31 

CMV Direetor ill be interviewed by the National Association for 

Black Veterans (NABVETS) representative on radio broadcast Vet Speaks to 
discuss the mission of the CMV and its outreach initiatives. 


* Engagements with Veterans Service Organizations, Media, and Other Stakeholders 

Supporting VA Priority: Engaging with Key Stakeholders 


o 

o 


o 


July 19 

Director of the Home Loan Guaranty Service, and other VA 
experts will brief Congressman Jim Banks on the general regulatory processes 
related to the VA Home Loan Program. 

POC: Chris O’Connor, Assistant Secretary for Congressional and Legislative Affairs 


o July 24 (date change only) 
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o 

Secretary Shulkin will speak at the Veterans of Foreign Wars’ (VFW) 

National Convention in New Orleans, LA. Kayla Williams, VA’s Director for the 
Center for Women’s Veterans will also speak at the event on issues affecting women 
Veterans. 

o 

POC; Liaison 

o 

o 

July 26 

Secretary Shulkin will participate in the USA Today Editorial Board Meeting in 

o 

McLean, Virginia. The editorial board meetings typically consist of about an hour of 
Q&A with USA TODAY editors and reporters, followed by a short video interview 
for their digital platforms. Discussions are on the record, except for mutually agreed 
digressions. 

POC; ffice of Public Affairs 

o 

o 

o 

July 27 

Secretary Shulkin will participate in a Federal News Radio interview. 

POC; ffice of Public Affairs 

o 

o 

July 27 

Secretary Shulkin will meet with the Taiwan Minister of Veteran Affairs to discuss 
common issues affecting Veterans and improving services and health care. 

POC; ffice of Intergovernmental Affairs 

o 

o 

July 29 

Secretary Shulkin will be in New Orleans to speak at the 96th National Convention 
of the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) and Auxiliary. Thousands of DAV 
delegates. Auxiliary delegates, and family members will attend. 

o 

POC; Liaison 

o 

o 

o 

August 1 

Secretary Shulkin will be interviewed on the Joe Pags Show. 

POC; ffice of Public Affairs 

o 

o 

August 10 

Secretary Shulkin will meet with Sherman Gillums, Executive Director of 
Paralyzed Veterans of America. 

o 

POC; VSO Liaison 

o 

o 

August 15 

Interim Deputy Secretary Blackburn will speak at the Blinded Veterans Association 
Convention in Jacksonville, FL. 

o 

o 

August 16-17 

Director for VA’s Center for Women Veterans, will speak at the 

National Association for State Workforce Agencies’ (NASWA) fourth annual 
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conference. The NASWA is a forum for state representatives to share innovative 
ideas and best practices to support employment training and services. 

o August 18 

o Secretary Shulkin will be interviewed on the Government Matters, a television 
newscast focused on the business of government and hosted by Francis Rose, 
o POC; ffice of Public Affairs 

Note: Unless noted otherwise, all events are in the Washington D.C. / Maryland / Virginia 
metro area. 

FREQUENTLY USED ACRONYMS: 

CODEL - Congressional Delegation 

DoD - Department of Defense 

GAO - Government Accountability Office 

HAG - House Appropriations Committee 

IT - Information Technology 

HVAC - House Veterans Affairs Committee 

LGBT - Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

MILCONA^A - Subcommittee on Military Construction Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies 

NCA - National Cemetery Administration 

OEF - Operation ENDURING FREEDOM 

SVAC - Senate Veterans Affairs Committee 

USH - Under Secretary for Health 

VA - Veterans Affairs 

VAMC - VA Medical Center 

VBA - Veterans Benefits Administration 

VHA - Veterans Health Administration 

VISN - Veterans Integrated Service Network 

4-Comers -HVAC and SVAC Chairman and Ranking Members 
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